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to Dr. Mastalier, I feel bound to say that
he was never consulted on, and never saw,
the case; that he never gave any advice as
to the treatment, and, so far as I am aware,
never even knew that the patient was ill at
the time, in spite of the detailed account
given by " M. D." of that physician’s visit
and advice to the patient.
I cannot conclude without one observation
on the editorial note of Drs. Hennis Green
and Streeten, on the valuable communication
of " M. D." It is really laughable to read
the all-absorbing anxiety of those gentlemen
to prevent the possibility of hydropathy get-
ting fair play, even for a moment. One
would have thought that the two medical
attendants of the lady having been called
upon by &deg; M. D.," first to state all the par-
ticulars of the case, secondly, to say if they
considered the case hopeless, and, lastly, if
the patient was in extremis, they would
have just cast their eye over the letter of
those gentlemen in reply,to see if the queries
of " M. D." had been answered; and if they
had done so, surely they must have seen that
all that was really essential to form judg-
ment on the case was wanting in that letter.
In the first place, they are, as a matter of
course, silent upon the details of the case.
What respectable medical man could publish
such of a private patient? In the second
place, being asked if they considered the
case hopeless, their answer is that they did
not give it up. I cannot but think that any
one but Drs. Hennis Green and Streeten
would have perceived and smiled at this very
quainfevasion of the question, embodying, as
it does, at the same time, so pungent a satire
on the profession. The last question is,
certainly, fairly answered, and as any one
but 11 M. D." would have anticipated.
And then comes the extraordinary finale to
this notable composition, which reminds one
forcibly of the quack who, being called in to
a child in the small-pox, gravely assured the
mother that if he could once get rid of the
small-pox he should have no fear of the re-
sult. The story goes that the mother was
satisfied, because it was said with too much
gravity to excite her suspicions of its absur-
dity ; and so one may say of these learned
men’s letter, that had less grave personages
written " that were it not for the great age
of the patient they should have felt no
alarm" (which is very much like saying that
if there had been no cause for alarm they
should have felt no alarm) ; or had this sen-
timent been expressed in less grandiloquent
phraseology it might have passed unnoticed,
tjut, coming from such a quarter, and ex-
pressed in such language, it has evidently so
far imposed upon the public that many have
considered the letter neither more nor less
than a denial that the patient had any sei-i-
ous disease at all, or that hydropathy had
anything to do with the cure in this particu-
lar case; and, moreover, that I had made a
false statement, which the medical attendants
on my own family had contradicted.
Thus, Sir, I have felt it my duty to
respond to your call, and place the real facts
(to which there are many attesting wit-
nesses) before the public, through the me-
dium of your valuable Journal, and I think
that I may now safely leave that public and
the medical profession to draw their own
conclusions. I am, Sir, your most obedient
servant,
BENJAMIN ROTC It.
Lowlands, Nov. 29, 1843.
 
The above communication contains
some very extraordinary intelligence. The
profession will expect, with anxiety, the
replies of Dr. Hamilton Roe, and Mr.
Wakefield, to the statements which Mr.
Rotch has made. Dr. Roe, be it observed,
is one of the physicians of the Westminster
Hospital, and Mr. Henry Wakefield is sur-
geon of the House of Correction, Coldbath-
! fields. Mr. Rotch has replied to the state-
ments which were first published in a bold
and manly spirit, and has evidently made all
his allegations with a firm conviction of their
accuracy.
VARICOSE VEINS.
CHARLES HOGG. M.R.C.S.L., &C
To the Editoi- of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;I forward the following case of
varix for insertion in your valuable Journal,
merely as an additional fact attesting the
success and safety of the mode of treatment
now, I believe, generally adopted. Your
obedient servant,
. , M.R.C.S.L., c.
Finsbury-place South,
Dec. 11, 1843.
M. D., Russel-street, Mile End, painter
and glazier, &aelig;tat. 43, consulted me in June,
1842, when his leg presented the following
appearance :-about an inch and a half
above the internal malleolus there is an ulcer
about the size of half-a-crown, and one-
fourth of an inch in depth, with hard irre-
gular edges, and discharging a thin ichorous
greenish matter; complains of most acute
pain ; has been unable to put his heel to the
ground for three or four months ; ulcer open
two months ; the internal saphena greatly
enlarged from the ulcer until within a few
inches of Poupart’s ligament; in the popi-
teal space there is a complete coil of vessels
as large as the little finger. He says the veins
have been swollen for above twelve years,
and that his leg has always been "weak,"
in consequence of a fall when a boy. After
employing the usual remedies with tempo-
rary relief, he consented to the following
plan. A piece of adhesive plaster, folded
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five or six times, with a hole in the centre
about the size of a shilling, was placed on
the course of the vein in five places, each
being filled with a paste composed of quick
lime, caustic potash, and a sufficient quantity
of rectified spirits of wine. They were kept
on for about twenty minutes. After their re-
moval linseed-meal poultices were applied,
twice or three times a-day. The last slough
came out on the sixteenth day. Simple
dressings speedily healed the sores. He
can walk at present a distance of eight
miles, besides being on his legs the greater
part of the day. The muscles, which at first
were loose and flabby, are now firm and
well developed. I have seen several methods
adopted for the cure of varicose veins, but
I consider the above preferable to any other.
TENOTOMY.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;I venture to request the favour of a
small space in your excellent Journal for a
few remarks on some observations of a cor-
respondent, p. 323 of the last number of
THE LANCET. The writer, with the very
proper object of cautioning students against
unnecessary interference with strumous arti-
culations, discusses the question of the ap-
plicability of tenotomy to a case of disloca-
tion of the ankle-joint during the severest
form of disorganising disease of tarsal bones
and ligament. " Sinuses existed opposite
to each of the malleoli........ The ankle.
joint admitted of an unusual extent of motion
laterally."........" The astragalus was de-
nuded of cartilage, and the cancelli of the
bones contained a substance in appearance
like red current-jelly:’ I am at a loss to
comprehend on what ground your correspon-
dent should have raised the question of the
applicability of division of the tendo-
Achillis during the existence of so much
actual disease. Surely it never entered into
the mind of any body conversant with the
nature of destructive disease of an articula-
tion seriously to contemplate or practise the
section of tendons with the view of effecting
replacement of the luxated bones under such
circumstances. I have referred for informa-
tion on the subject to the lectures on defor-
mities by Dr. Little now publishing in your
Journal, and in lecture 3, p. 80, refer-
ring to deformities from previous disease of
joints ;-the lecturer states as a caution,
" avoid tenotomy until the original disease
and any tendency to relapse have completely
’subsided;". and again, p. 82, 11 afte)- stru-
mous disease of an articulation it is prudent
to wait a longer period, or until a favourable
change in the diathesis of the individual has
taken place. Sometimes, in such cases, we ’’,
may be compelled to wait even several years 
before attempting to restore the usefulness
of the member." It is evident that the lee-
turer mistrusted the zeal of some of his
hearers; it is certain he will not regret his
caution being republished, by Sir, your
very obedient servant,
AN ORTHOPEDIC STUDENT.
London, Dec. 11, 1843.
P.S. Supposing tenotomy to have been
applicable in the case described, I should
imagine that the part of the tendo-Achillis
having been adherent to the skin would not,
as your correspondent supposes, have been
any impediment to complete subcutaneous
section of it.
WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL.
JOHN HOOPER,
House-Pupil at the West-
minster Hospital.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;For a period of some years I have
read with great pleasure and advantage to
myself the able articles that have been dis.
seminated through the pages of your far-
famed Journal ; and if my feeble offering
will not tend to diminish the reputation you
have gained, your inserting my communica-
tion will greatly oblige yours very respect-
fully,
December 8, 1843.
POISONING BY OPIUM.
A young woman, apparently of the age of
twenty-five, was brought into the hospital
on Thursday, at half-past four in the after-
noon, suffering from the effects of opium. She
was perfectly comatose, the features were
totally devoid of expression; the lips were
tinged with a purplish hue, and the pupils
were contracted to the size of a pin’s-head,
whilst the eyes were everted and fixed; the
heart’s action was languid in the extreme,
whilst the radial artery at the wrist gave
an irregular and weak pulsation at each
throb of the heart. Emetics were im-
mediately administered by Mr. Longmore,
the clinical assistant, consisting of the sul-
phate of zinc in scruple doses, the second
time with some tartar emetic in addition,
but without any effect whatever being 8U.
perinduced. In consequence of the con-
tents of the stomach not being evacuated,
the stomach-pump was had recourse to, but
considerable delay was experienced by the
disarrangement of the apparatus, which had
never been used since it had been repaired,
and from some defect it would not answer
until half-past five, when Mr. Brock, the
house-surgeon, succeeded, with his accus-
tomed skill, in producing the desired effect.
So long a time had elapsed that the contents
of the stomach were entirely free from the
odour of opium, clearly indicating that every
particle had been absorbed. About sixpenny-
worth, in the fluid form, had been swallowed,
